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ABSTRACT

Pomegranate fruit moth (PFM), Ectomyelois ceratoniae (Lep.: Pyralidae), is the most important of
pomegranate in pomegranate producing countries. Every year the larvae of E. ceratoniae causes
damage pomegranate fruits. Several different methods including collecting and burning of infected
fruits and biological control have been examined to control this pest, but none of the mention method
has showed to be effective. One way that may prevent fruits to be infected is the obstruction from
laying moth’s eggs on fruits. In the present study, the effect of stamens elimination and application of
the kaolin particle film were tested in the fields during 2008-2011 years. Based on the results, using
stamen-remover machine and kaolin treated fruits can reduce fruit damage by 66 & 78%, respectively.
Also, consequently fruit stamens removing and application of the kaolin particle film were reduced
infection rates of PFM damage to 90%. Therefore, usage of control methods including stamens
elimination with stamen-remover machine in the early June, kaolin (Sepidan® WP) spray over the
whole canopy of pomegranate trees, four times at 4-5-week intervals (5% concentration) and infected
fruit gathering during the season and after harvest, could be used successfully to reduce PFM damage
on pomegranate.

Key words: pomegranate fruit moth, Ectomyelois ceratoniae, stamen-removing, kaolin, pest control
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