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The efficacy of kaolin clay to reduce damage of pomegranate aphid, Aphis
punicae Passerini (Hem.: Aphididae)

Hossein Farazmand'*, Heydar Valizadeh®
1- Iranian Research Institute of Plant Protection, Tehran, Iran
2- Agricultural and Natural Resources Research Center of Qom, Iran

ABSTRACT

Pomegranate aphid , Aphis punicae Passerini, 1863 (Hem.: Aphididae), is one of important pests
of pomegranate trees in spring. This pest feed on the sap of the leaves and fruit skin and cause
weakness, qualitative and quantitative damage and loss of trees product. In the present study, in
2009 year, the effect of different concentrations kaolin clay (Sepidan® WP) were tested with four
replications, in Qom region. The treatments were compared considering aphids population after
treatment in rearly spring. Based on the results, using four times of kaolin spray can reduce mite
damage by 34-65%. Therefore, kaolin ( Sepidan® WP) spray over the whole canopy of
pomegranate trees (5-10% concentration), could be used successfully to reduce aphid damage
on pomegranate.

Key words: pomegranate, pomegranate aphid, Aphis punicae, kaolin, pest control
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