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Comparative notes on Growth and Development of Red Palm Weevil,
Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Oliv. (Col.: Curculionidae), on Date

Palm Varieties in Saravan Region
1 2 3
H. FARAZMAND , GH. R. RASSOULIAN AND H. BAYAT-ASSADI
Summary

Red palm weevil RPW, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus Oliv. is one of the most
important pests of different palm species in Asia, North Africa and Spain. At present, it
is an internal quarantine pest in Saravan region, Iran.

Several investigations were carried out to study growth and developmant of RPW
larvae on date palm varieties including Mazafati, Rabbi, Halileh, Zardan, Pimazoo and a
native wild palm (Nannorrhops ritchiana Aitch.) during 1998-99 in Saravan.

Based on the laboratory studies, the highest and lowest rate of feeding from date
palms vascular tissues were recorded for wild palm and Halileh, respectively, while larval
weight increase was significantly low in the wild palm. The maximum and minimum
weight of RPW larvae were observed for Halileh (4.40 gr) and wild palm (2.82 gr),
respectively. Larval mortality was maximum in wild palm and minmum in Halileh. The
highest RCR (Relative Consumption Rate) and RGR (Relative Growth Rate) were
recorded for wild paim and Halileh, respectively. ECI (Efficiency of Conversion Ingested
food) was maximum in Halileh (2.4%) and minimum in wild palm (0.89%).

Analysis of results indicated that most susceptible date palm varieties to RPW were
Halileh and Mazafati, while the least susceptible was wild palm .

Key words: Red palm weevil, Resistance-Susceptibility varieties.
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